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', . CHARLES WALTER MINOTT | 


Charles Walter Minott, of the Gipsy Moth and Brown-tail Moth Inves- 
tigations, Bureau of Entomology, died at his home in Melrose Highlands 

on the morning of November 28. He was on duty November 10, with three 

other members of the Gipsy Moth force. They had just completed the 
observations at one of the “observation points” in Marshfield, Mass., and 
had returned to their car, when. Mr. Minott’s companions noticed that he 

was having difficulty in putting on his coat. He could not speak, and 

his right side seemed paralyzed. .He was helped into the car and rushed 

to a physician iq Brockton, who advised moving him at once to his home at 
Melrose Highlands. Although he was conscious at times, he never spoke again. 


Mr. Minott was born at Westminister, Mass., April 1, 1859. He grad- 
uated from the Massachusetts Agricultural College with the class of 1883, 
receiving the degree of B. S., and was connected with the Vermont Experiment 
Station, at Burlington, for several years. He has been associated with 
the Gipsy Moth work most of the time since 1892, and with the Bureau of 
Entomology since October 3,°1911. Since the time of his appointment with 
the Bureau he has been particularly interested in the various factors 
causing natural increase or decrease of the gipsy moth in the field. He 
also made some special investigations on the effect of the gipsy moth 
infestations on cranberry bogs, publishing his results in 1922, © 


He was an active member of the American Association of Economic 

_ Entomologists, and presented at the 1924-25 meetings of this association 
a very interesting paper on "Some Results of the Defoliation of Trees," 
prepared by himself and I. T. Guild, of the Gipsy Moth Investigations. 


.+Mr. Minott.was a clean-living’ and lovable man. His associates have 
lost an affectionate friend, and the moth work one of its oldest members, 
both in years and in length of service. 
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VISITS FROM FOREIGN INVESTIGATORS 


In Decerber three entomologists from foreign countries have been 
studying in the Buresu its methods of organization and research, and 
certain problems corresponding to problems existing in their own countries, 
These are Dr. Stepan Soudek, Assistant. Professor of Zoology in the Univer— 
sity of Brno, Czechoslovakia, Dr. V. V. Nikolsky, of the Moscow Tropical 
Institute, and Prof. Kota Monzen, of the Imperial College of Agriculture 
and Forestry at Morioka, Japan. ~ 


Mrs. 0, A. Merritt Hawkes, of Birmingham, England, also spent some 
days in the Bureau, seeking for information concerning Coccinellidae 
and the Ailanthus silkwori, which she is studying in connection with certain 
vroblems of heredity, 





FOREST INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
Ff. C. Craighead, Entomologist, in Charge 


In the latter part of November Dr. Craighead and Mr. St. George 
spent four days at Asheville, N. C., examining several sample plots and 
cages Which were established last summer. It was found that the southern 
pine beetle had completed five generations in this vicinity between April 
15 and October 15. Several local outbreaks which developed in the latter 
part of the summer have now completely died out; probably because of the 
resuuption of normal precipitation in the latter part of September and in 
October, Although an enormous maumber of beetles emerged during this 
period, no new trees were attacked.except three on an experimental plot, 
from which rain had been excluded by canvas covering. . what happens to the 
enormous number of emerging beetles under these circumstances, and where 

hey are breeding during periods between epidemics, are still mysteries. 


H. J. liacAloney reported at Washington the latter part of November, 
and will spend several weeks here studying past records of the white-pine 
weevil and its parasites. He reports considerable progress on this project, 
which is being financed by private owners of timberland. 


Fieid activities are quiet at the western stations. The men have 
returned to their winter quarters to work up reports on various projects. 
vr, Keen reports that last spring's control operations in the region about 
seagrie Falls have given r enarkably good results, although carried out in 

he face of a rising infestasioz. Plans for a large control project in 
oe San Bernardino Mountains recreational area are being developed by 
private owners and the State Ferester of California, in cooperation with 
she Palo Alto station. Because of phenomenal development of summer homes 
in this region, the barkbeetle losses in yellow and Jeffrey pine are 
regarded as inost serious. The plen proposed contemplates the complete 
eradication of the western pine beetle from this area, which is completely 
isolated from other timber belts, 
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TAXONOMIC INVESTIGATIONS 
Se As Oe? Entoxologist, in Charge. 


Dr. Francis M. Root, of enn apes School of Hygiene, recently 
visited the Division of Insects for. consultation relating to work on 
mosquitoes. 


Dr. John Harper, of the United States Naval Academy, eee con- 
Britea with- specialists in the Division of Insects. He is particularly 
interested in mosquitoes. ae 


| err D. Sherman, Jr. publisher, of Mt. Vernon; N. Y., Becher . 
- ‘spent a week in Washington, frequently visiting the Division of Insects.. 
Mr. Sherman is very mich ‘interested in all the branches of entomology. 


“Mrs. i. W. Rorer, of Ecuador, who has contributed many interesting 
South American specimens to the collection, recently called at the Division 
of Insects for a short time ahd consulted with Dr. Scheaus and other 

lepidopterists. 


aos We) « Holland, formerly Director of the Carnegie Museum, was a 
Recent visitor to the Division. of Insects. 


mr. He Mi Loomis, of: the National Canning Association, recently 
visited the Division of Insects to have assistance. in identifying some 
cockroaches which were “ae in canned pineapple from Hawaii. 


At the last nearest the Entomological Society Dr. Boving gave 
an interesting paper on the condition of the entomological collections 
in the mseum at Copenhagen, Denmark. 


Dr. Joseph Bequaert, of the freee Medical School, Bere iene spent 
about a week in the Division of Insects, studying various Diptera, espec= 
ially horse-flies and certain groups of social Hymenoptera. 


Dr. H. B. Johnston, of the Wellcome Laboratories, Khartoum, Sudan, 
recently visited the Miseum for a consultation with members of the 
entomological staff regarding parasites of cotton insects and other insect 
pests of Africa. Dr. Johnston intends to spend several weeks in the United 
States, visiting different entomo logical, laboratories of the Department of 
' Agriculture for the purpose of studying methods of propagating parasitic in- 
sects. It is his intention to attend the meetings of the American Asso- 
Ciation for the Advancement of Science to be held in Kansas City. 


Dr. Stepan Soudek, assistant, Zoological Institut of the College of 
Agriculture and Forestry, Brno, Czechoslovakia, was a recent visitor to the 
Museum. On Noveriber 19 he was the guest of a party of entomologists con- 
Peetine of Dr. 7. BH. Snyder, Dr. J, M. Aldrich, Dr. A. Boving, Dr. B. HE, 
Ewing, R. A. Cushman, H. S$. Barber, W. S. Fisher, C. 7. Greene, and R. C. 
Shannon, at Plummers Island, Md., the Field Club of Washington Biologists. 
Dr. Soudek' took great interest in all the phases of nature and asked many 
questions, most af which could be answered readily by one or another member 
of the party. 


we a ee 
STORED-PRODUCT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
E. A. Back, Entomologist in Charge 


In the latter part of October Dr. Back was the guest of the Internation 
al Fumigators, of Buffalo, at the fumigation of a large modern milling 
establishment at Detroit. Chloropicrin gas was used. 


On Neverber 4 A. O.-Larson, in field charge of the Bean Weevil Inves- 
tigations in California, gave at a convention of County Herticultural 
Commissioners, held in Sacramento, an interesting talk on the bean weevil 
situation in that State. On November 27 Dr. Howard received from Com- 
missioner A. H. Call, of the. California State Agsociation of County Horti- 
cultural Comaissioners, a resolution thanking Mr. Larson for his presentation © 
of ‘the subjedt and extending to the Federal Bureau the cooperation of the 
County Horticultural Commissioners. When expressing his appreciation of 
the action taken, Dr. Howard added "We -.feel suré that lir. ‘Larson has done an 
excellent piece of work and are . SEER. ieee it meets: with the approval of your — 
County Commissioners." “a 





In the past month, through the courtesy of the Office of Cereal Inves-— 
tigations, Bureau of Plant Industry, Perez Simmons secured the use of an 
electric threshing machine for threshing. about 400 samples of wheat heads 
collected during the wheat-harvesting period. These samples are the 
basis of important and tp tenets BEES . 2 ae Mites 


Dr. Back has been deealoeesse Bor Ralph F . Windoes, Executive Secretary of 
the National Association of Upholstered murnd Sane fanufacturers, that the 
Executive Comaittee of that organization has voted to pay Dr. Back's 
travéling expenses provided he would investigate conditions favorable or 
otherwise to the increase of tow insects. The tremendous increase of insects 
in tow during the past few years has become a matter of concern to the 
furniture trade and threatens certain American products. Psocids and 
tobacco and drug-store beetles are the primary pests involved. They develop © 
in many instances in tremendous numbers in the vegetable naterial (par ticularly 
flax tow and Spanish moss) used in upholstering furniture. \ 


C. K. Fisher is taking graduate work for the degree of master of science 
at the Riverside Branch of the University of California. His work is under w 
the direction of Professors H. J. Quayle and H. S.: Smith, and is based on a 
study of the life history and economic, importance of two parasites of the 
Southern cowpea weevil, Bruchus cquadrimaculatus Say. The parasites are: 
Lariophazus distinguendus (Foerst) and Aplastomorpha calandrae (How.)«° ~ 








The Retail Research Association of New York, controlled by an 
association of our largest retail establishments, inquired in a letter dated 
November 2<4 as to the progress of the Bureau's e2 cperiments. with cold—- 
storage temperatures as controls for Strouse s, Regn ei; 


: In the eat. month a watentea Etecuueal er Oe ee oe feet in 
size,with exhaust fan and pipe to roof, has.beén installed in Building FP, 
Although this equipment represents in part a-gift from a large manufacturing 
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concern, the room will be used by the Bureau as an: example of just such. 

a tight room as has been advocated for years. This room has attracted much 
attention because of the present widespread interest.in fumigating rooms on 
the part of warehousing concerns throughont the coubry. Practically all 
new up-to-date houses for the storage of household furnishings are being 
equipped with fumigating rooms. ‘The latést firm to include such a room is 
the Atlas Storage Warehouse Company of Philadelphia, which has consulted 
the Bureau regarding the installation of a ae eta a room in its half- 
million-dollar structure now being completed. 





CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
1 NS erica, Entomologist, in Charge 


L. H. Worthloy and D. J. Caffrey visited Washington October 29 for 
a. conference with B mreau officials on the Huropean corn borer work, 


C.-M. .Packard attended’ the Ls etapa ag bs: held at Lancaster, 
Gets On Ncveumber 19, for the pirpe e of discussing the alfalfa aphis 
Sieuation. He reports a very e excelie ae and well-attended meeting of the 
farmers in the Seah ai Valley. 


Des Ws. J. Phillips visited Washington on November 13 for consultation 
with Bureau and Museum officials. 


W. R. Walton visited Arlington, Mass., on November 13 and 14 for 
an informal con:’erence with the investigators conducting the work on the 
@€an corn borer. : 


C. C. Hill and H. D. Smith recently surveyed nine wheat-growing 
counties in eastern and middle Pennsylvania for — ssi ian-fly infestation in 
the -young wheat. infestation was found to be very light throughout the 


res examined. 


. Cecil W. Creel, formerly in charge of the Cereal and Forage Insect 
. Laboratory at Forest Grove, Oreg., and now Director of Extension, University 
of Nevada, visited the Forest Grove Laboratory on November 4. 


E. E. Russeil, in charee of the Chalcis fly investigatiohs at the 
sub-station at Ywia, Ariz., spent a few days in the middle of November 
in consultation with V. L. yilesmth at the Tempe Laboratory. 


In the first week in November E. V. Walter, of the Tempe Laboratory, 
made a survey trip through southeastern Arizona and southwestern New 
Mexico, investigating the present status of the southwestern corn borer. 
The only new infestation found was in a low region of hills west of Tucson, 
Ariz., where tne insect made a 2c5-mile jump. giving an entirely new 
infestation. ‘the damage, in known infested areas, however, was much more 
severe this year than in years past. 


_ 
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TRUCK-CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
J. E. Graf, Entomologist, in Charge 


S H. Blake, of the Washington office, has returned to 

t xtended European trip, a large portion of which was devoted 
to the comparison of entomological specimens in the various European 
Museums. Upon her return to this country she visited the Museum at 
Cambridge, Mass., Where additional work was undertaken. 


J. E. Graf recently returned from a short trip to Florida. At 
Gainesville he conferred with Dr. Newell and other officials of the State 
Plant Board. At Sanford he met Dr. Ball, Dr. Lathrop, Mr. Foster, Mr. 
Boyden, and others interested in the control of the celery leaf tyer, and 
Plans were discussed for the control of this injurious insect and serious 
menace to the celery industry in Florida. He also conferred with Mr. 
Boyden regarding the work in Florida for the eradication of the sweet— 
potato weevil. 


F. H. Lathrop, entomologist, of Deciduous Fruit Insect Investigations, 
who is working in Meine on the blueberry maggot, has teen temporarily 
assigned by Dr. Quaintance to duties at Sanford, Fla. Besides work on 
fruit flies, ‘he will conduct research investigations. on the celery leat 


tyer, in cooperation with Dr. Ball and others. 


Plans are now under way for the transfer of the main Mexican bean 
beetle laboratory from Birmingham, Ala., to Columbus, Ohio. N. F. Howard, 
inteharse) will be located at the Ohio State University. 


K. L. Cockerham, Biloxi, Miss., attended a meeting of the Alabama 
State Board of Agriculture, at Montgomery, orn November 5. New regulations, 
and other matters pertaining to the lecal campaign against the sweet— 
potato weevil, were discussed. Besides the regular members of the Board, 
representatives of farmers! organizations and of the Louisville & Nashville 
Railroad were present. 


The present situation concerning the sweet-potato weevil in Pearl 
River and Hancock Counties, Miss., is exceptionally good. Heavy frosts have 
occurred; harvesting is under way and will be completed in about two weeks. 
The wield of sweet potatoes is good. 


K. L. Cockerham, Biloxi, Miss., recently visited the Mississippi 
A. &M. College, where he conferred with officials of the State Plant Board 
regarding field work for the fall and winter months. ; 


T. C. Johnson, Director of the Virginia Truck Experiment Stationy 
Norfolk, recently visited this office and aa ne ed. Be spective measures 
for oreventing the spread of the potato tuder-mo th cn the Hastern Shore 
of Virginia. 


E. G. Smyth, a former employee of this office, now engaged in work 
on parasites of the Mexican bean beetie, was a recent Visitor to Washington. 
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S. E. Flanders, connected with the Walnut Growers! Association, Sati- 
coy, Calif., has been appointed Agent and will conduct investigations on 
the lima-bean pod borer in Ventura County, Calif., in cooperation with Mr, 
Campbell. | ‘@ 


H. H. P. Severin, Professor of Entomology, University of California, 
a specialist on the sugar—beet leafhopper, has been appointed collaborator 
and will cooperate with Bureau officials in California in work on this 
insect. . 


J. H. Montgomery, of the Florida State Plant Board, stopped off 
at Washington while en reute from California to Gainesville, Fla, After 
conferring with Bureau officials he accompanied J. E. Graf on the latter's 
trip South. 


BEE CULTURE INVESTIGATIONS 
James I. Hambleton, Apiculturist, in Charge 


H. L. Sechrist has returned from a two months! trip devoted to 
‘visiting the principal western comb-honey centers. His mission was to 
obtain first-hand data on which to base comb-honey grading rules which 
will be applicable in every region of the country. An investigation was 
made of comb—honey in warehouses of both producers and dealers. Mr. 
Sechrist's itinerary included Chicago, Milwaukee, Denver, Ogden, Salt 
Lake City, Sacramento, San Diego, Los Angeles, San Francisco, and points 
in Wyoming and liontana, 


Professor Doctor Y. Tokuda, in charge of bee-culture at the Imperial 
Zootechnical Experimental Station at Chiba, Japan, was a recent visitor 
at the Bee Culture Laboratory.. Doctor Tokuda is known for his work on 
the native Japanese honeybee, a species of Apis indica, and also for his 
work on poisonous honeys of Japan. On his present tour he has visited 
apicultural leaders in various countries of Europe, and wishes to become 
familiar with apicultural conditions in this country. 
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GIPSY MOTH AND BROWN TAIL MOTH INVESTIGATIONS 
A. F. Burgess, Senior Entomologist, In Charge 


uting work in the ae gone strip was greatly 
the month of November, ag it was necessary to then aa See 
mentor ‘Chris TE Sa inspection, 


All the scouting work planned for the fiscal year 1926 in the Vermont 
portion of the Pee iRe Zone strip has been completed, with the exception 
of the township of Burlington, which will be scouted during the winter 
months, and the township cf Essex, which is being scouted at the present 
time, No new egg clusters were located, and the infestations found at 
Alburg, Charlotte, Ferrisburg, Fairfield, Salisbury, Castleton and Ben— 
nington in the fiscal year 1924, and those located at Leicester, Benson, 
and Pownai, in the fiscal year 1925, have apparently been cleaned up, 
ho new egg Clusters being located in this scouting season in any of the 
previously-infested towns just mentioned, Dan nby, Fair Haven, and Essex, 
Vit., are reinfested this ye sar, single infestations being located at Danby 
and Fair Haven. ‘The scouting around the infestation at Essex has not been 
completed, but there will very likely be more than 100 new egg masses 

at this colony. Only a small “proportion of the work planned in the 

Jew York, Massachusetts and Connecticut portion of eae Barrier oes Tor 


+ 


the fiscal year 1926 has been wig odoveeny 





FRUIT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 


+ 


A. Ll. Quaintance, Associate Chief of Bureau, in Charge 
Dr. Alvah Peterson visited the Fort Val ley,’ Gas, laboratory on 
November 12 and 13 to familiarize himself ete peach—insect problems in | 
the South. He was sei means interested in the life-history and habits of 
ee oriental ae ch noth under’ Soiithern conditions, since he has had under 
j rsey con aiasvabye work with this pest. 


Oliver I. Snapp was ‘the * spealter on east cultural Daz at: the Thomaston, 
Ga., fair on Moverber 11. A crowd of several hundred ih growers and 
others heard his sddress on the control of peach insects 


Howard Beker, Junior Entomologist, who has been associated with 
E. H. Siegler, at Sligo, Md., in connection with insecticide investigations, 
has resigned from the Bureau to accept @ position with the American 
‘ Cyanamid Company, with headquarters in Florida. 





= J 
LIBRARY 

Bee Colcord, librarian 
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Amans, Paul. ee Roa 

Exposition d'Ixelles (18-19-20: Octobre 1924). Concours 156. 

Rapports scientifiques entre le vol de l'abeille et la navigation 

aerienne... Bruxelles, Imprimerie des travaux publics G. Terneus, 

_- 1925. . 46 pp., illus. min. 

‘Bohme, R. BE. 

. Uber den Farbensinn und den Geruchsinn der Honig Bee (Apis 
mellifica). \Viurzen, ¢. Jacob, 1924, 

Demmpell; C. A. R. : : 
Bats, mosquitoes and dollars. Boston, Stratford Company, 1925. 
moe poe, “ii lus. table 

Qurran, C. H. eee . 

The American species of ‘the aeiinia genus Peleteria Desv. (Diptera.) 
Trans. Roy. Soc. Canada, sér. 3, vol. 19, pp. 25-257, 2 pls. 1925. 

Davis, Ke Gs 
Productive ae husbandry; a Pere nce for high schools... 
Philadelphia, Js B. ea ts Company, 1925. 462 pp. illus. Hd. 4d, 

wary, W. A. ? 
Qur insect friends and foés, Intyvoduction by Leland 0. Howard. 
Philedelphia, J. C. Winston company, 1925. 275 pp., illus. (Romance 
aR science teed sand . 

Fox, Carroll. | 
Pinsects and disease of man. Philadelphia, P. Blakiston's Son & 
Os, 1925. 349 pp., illus. 

Gibson, Arthur. s 
‘Observations on the spruce budworm. Trans. Roy. Soc. Canada, ser. 
3, vol. 19,pp. 195-205, 3 pls. 1925. 

Haworth, Ww. E-,and idwards, F. W. 
Mosquitoes and coconut palms; ea mosquito survey of palm trees in 
East Africa and the problems resulting therefrom; with an appendix 
describing two new species of mosquitoes from coconut palms in 
East Africa, Trans. Roy. Soc. Trop. Med. and: Hyg., vol. 18, 
pp. 162-198, 4 pls. 1924-25. 

Holland, WwW. J., and Schaus, William. 
The Epipaschiinae of the western hemisphere; a synonymic catalog 
of the svecies hitherto described, with figures of many which have 
not heretofore been depicted. Ann. Carnegie Mus., FOL. RVI pps 
49-120, July 31, 1925. 

Newstead, Robert, Evans, A. M., and Potts, W. H. 
Guide to the study of tsetse-flies. London, Hodder & Stoughton, 
1924, 332 pp, <8 pls., 4 maps. 

Neiva, Arthur, Navarro de Andrade, Ed., and Telles, A. Qs 
Instruccoes para o combare & broca do cafe. §. Paulo, 1924. 15 pp.; 
pls., map. (Secretaria da agricultura, commercio e oras publicas. 
Servico de defesa do cafe. Publicacao N. 3.) Stephanoderes caffeae. 
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Ohio State Horticultural Society. 
Special spraying bulletin, COLMMONS » O«>,F. J. Heer Printing Gage 
L924. 19 pp. 

Rayment, Tarlton. 
Profitable honey plants of Australasia. Melbourne, Whitcombe and 
Tombs Ltd. 1965, 132’ pp. 

Peets, Hibert. ; 
Fractical tree.repair... rev. ed. New York, Robert M. McBride & 
Company, 1925... tne pp», illus. Broting insects and: their controsg 
a eye 

sonan, Jinhaku. re tay 
insect pests of the tea plant in Formosa. Teihoku, Formosa, Published 
by. the Institute, 1924. 142 pp., 3 pls., 2 fold.,: tables. (Dept. 
cf Agr, Gov't Research Inst. Formosa, Japan, Report No. id. 

nOreuehs +P.. Ke. -M. 

ndbuch der pflanzenkrankheiten. Ed. 4. Vol. 4. Berlin, Paul 

Parey, 1925. Contents: Tierische ochiidlinge an Nutzpflanzen 1. t, 

olermitwirkung von Dr. H. Blunck wu. a. heuarb. von: Dr. L.. Reh. 

Soudél, ee ve, 3 
Mrave REL sous stave, amépisné rozsifeni, oekologie « a urcovaci klic 
mravencu zijicich na tzemi Ceskoslovenské republiky. .Praha, Nakladem 
Cesko slovenske’ Spolecnosti Entomologicke, 1922. 98 pp.» illus. 
Hntemcologicke prirucky cislo 11.) Ants, systematic, geographical 
distribution, etc. 

Washann , Brien. 7 Tee 

enelsenmimikry, Berlin, Gebrider. Borntraeger, 1925. 164 pp. 

Coa es zur theoretischen Biologie Re von Prof. Dr. Julius 

schaxel... hft. 19.) "bi teraturverzeichnis," pp. 136-142; 

aera: Fae ie ‘ 

lation between ie feeding z-habits and the structure of the mouth-— 
Parws in the Asilidae (Diptera). Proc. Zcol. Soc. London, 1925, 
Part IZ, Pp. 599-638, piel a+ Bibliography, pp. 636-638, 

Woglum, R. S. 
The value of See one and Pee for resistant black scales 
and analysis based on conditions in Eastern Los Angeles and Western 
San tik a Aish se st Los.Angeles, 1925. 20 pp., illus.) At 
head of. title: California Fruit Growers! RRCR ARE os 


